ASLA Board

Meeting Minutes

January 12, 2005

7:00 pm @ All-Pro Freight
Attendees:  Kevin DiGiacomo, Mike Musser, Robin Kane, Bill Galik, Jerry Lengen, Tony Barzacchini, Moxie Sumislawski, Sherry St. John, & Mike Lawler

Introduction

· Roll Call

· Reviewed last month’s minutes and approved.  [Prior meeting notes will be posted on the www.avonsports.org/soccer shortly after the monthly meetings.  It is the board members’ responsibility to review the meeting minutes prior to the next meeting.]  No discrepancies in posted minutes.  Minutes approved.

Financials

· As our Treasurer was snorkeling in his basement, Mike conveyed that ASLA is paid up-to-date and has a balance of roughly $55K.

· Dave was successful in the capture of outstanding ASLA travel fees from the fall.

· ASLA needs a policy for the collection of travel fees in the future.  Players should not be permitted to play if fees are outstanding.

New Faces

· Moxie Sumislawski was introduced.

· Moxie is a coach of U8 Boys & U12 Girls in ASLA

· Moxie has a wealth of soccer experience, playing semi-pro in Europe, South America and the United States

· Enjoys coaching and teaching young children the game of soccer

· Moxie’s created MX Soccer, to conduct specialized foot skill training for U5, U6, U7 and U8 players.  Registration form is on ASLA’s website.

· ASLA looking to help provide Moxie the opportunities to help develop Avon’s future soccer stars!  Thanks for helping Moxie!

· Kevin DiGiacomo was introduced.

· Kevin is ASLA’s Master Scheduler

· Kevin is also making some wonderful improvements to www.avonsports.org/soccer for us!  Thanks for helping Kevin!

Recreation Soccer
· Waiting to hear from Avon Schools regarding the use of Heritage School for Feb-5th in-person registration

· Registration form is updated & includes the U4 participants.

· The Avon Soccer form is approved for use by AASL (Boys’ Travel League).

· Tony to coordinate in-person registration activities (copies, distribution, & staffing Feb-5th @ Avon Heritage)

Travel

· ASLA is in need of a Travel Director.  It was suggested that perhaps we allow the travel coaches to select someone to hold this role.

· Need to begin planning May/June travel evaluations.

Referees

· No Update

Fields

· Bill conveyed his experiences from the November & December Avon Parks meetings.

· Schwartz Park land not refurbished as ASLA had expected in the fall.  City Parks to make available monies in 2005 if City Parks department is unable to accommodate ASLA’s field maintenance requests

· ASLA working with City Parks department to refurbish concession stand @ Schwartz

Boosters

· No Update

Miscellaneous

· Discussion around Coach’s Clinic prior to spring season

· Possibly utilizing Soccer Sportsplex to conduct 60-minute clinic

· Possibly utilizing an Avon School gym to conduct 60-minute clinic

· Jerry & Mike to conduct Coach’s meeting prior to start of spring season

· Date – mid-late March 

· Location – TBD

· Agenda:

· Coach’s Clinic [Otto Orf, Cleveland Force, or other to conduct session]

· Discuss ASLA Coaching Concepts

· Discuss Avon Travel Soccer

· Discuss Opportunities on ASLA Board

· Distribution of:

· Youth Soccer Reference Book ( All recreation players

· Coach’s Expectations

· Spring Rosters & Schedules

· Tony discussed Avon Soccer night @ a Cleveland Force game ( April 2nd.
· Pre-game clinic on Force field @ 5pm

· Pre-game lining of field 

· Darth Vader introductions w/ Force Girls

· Loudspeaker announcement for Avon Soccer

· ASLA attendees entered into drawing for autographed bobble head

· Need 4-10 players or team to serve as color guard to carry flag for National Anthem

· ASLA member or rep to sing National Anthem (Dave Bowen nominated)

· Halftime Game ( looking for 2 ASLA teams for a 5-minute game

· Post-game field playing time – 1 hour

· Two local family restaurant owners to participate in on-field game between 3rd & 4th quarters

· Mayor Smith to kick in the opening ball

· ASLA to participate in Game Ball drawing 

· Tickets available through Tony ( see form @ www.avonsports.org/soccer
· ASLA would like to see either upgraded football stadium with natural turf to allow for soccer to share facility OR a soccer stadium for the high school.  Negative comments received regarding the current varsity soccer field.

· ASLA Board needs to get more people involved in ASLA, in particular:

· Avon Soccer needs a replacement for Bill Galik as our rep for AASL.  Position involves the following:

· Register boys travel teams in AASL

· Coordinate scheduling for Avon teams in AASL

· Function as a liaison between AASL and Avon Soccer

· Coordinate rainouts for Avon home games in AASL

· Avon Soccer needs a Travel Soccer Director

· Liaison between ASLA Board and Travel Directors (AASL, NOGSL & LCSL)

· Prepares, conducts, and evaluates Travel Soccer Evaluations (annually)

· Sets policy for ASLA Travel Soccer Program

· Coordinates with ASLA Coaching Director different Coaches training, clinics and certification programs

· Coordinates with ASLA Player Development Director different training opportunities for ASLA Travel Soccer players

· Avon Soccer Boosters

· Tony’s been running this for nearly a year now, but with his involvement as ASLA Recreation Director, he has limited time for his other role as Boosters President

· Concession Stand and Merchandise opportunities

· ASLA’s objectives for 2005:

· Improve level of Coaching in Travel & Recreation programs

· Better training offered?

· Improve level of Players in Travel & Recreation programs

· Better more frequent training?

· Improve the number and level (commitment level) of volunteers in ASLA

· ??

Wrap-up
· Meeting adjourned.

· Next meeting ( Wednesday, February 9th @ 7pm

Thanks to all that attended!

7/7/2006

Page 4 of 4

